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OCTOBER 2021 Earthquake Response Executive Summary

WHAT’S CRACKIN’?
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ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENDITURES VS BUDGET
This graphic portrays the administrative costs for FHWA 
and FEMA Category Z expenses. Dollars actually spent 
by DOT&PF to date are shown in contrast to budgeted 
costs. Expenditures are typically reported two months 
after the work is performed.

PROJECT TIMELINE

OCTOBER 2021 OVERVIEW
Last month we celebrated the transition between summer and fall, characterized by full-spectrum, maximum-definition color 
and arguably the most beautiful of Alaska’s mini-seasons. This month: it’s winter. Color now comes as alpenglow to a landscape 
stripped of all but shades of brown and white. With the sudden shift, there’s been a rush on tire changeovers, down coats, 
and skis. When the weather changes, we change with it, adapting our tools, clothing, gear, and mindsets. Alaska is the land of 
extremes, of making things work, of overcoming and persevering. The Earthquake Response Program reminds us consistently 
of these themes. Disasters happen, we respond, we design, we refine, and we improve. Like the seasons that flavor so much 
of life in the 49th state, there is a natural cycle to projects. As the year grows darker and colder, the EQ team is shifting too, 
toward preparations for the spring, when the colors return, and we lean into another season of getting things done.

FUNDED VS TO BE FUNDED
The Future Obligation Status Report (FOSR) is an 
estimate of anticipated funding requests for design, 
utility agreements, right-of-way, and construction for 
highway projects. Estimates are updated monthly to 
reflect project scope and schedule changes.
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FUN FACT | Alaska’s Building Standards & Earthquakes
There is an often-repeated saying that goes, “earthquakes don’t kill people, 
buildings do.” The devastation of the 1964 earthquake was not repeated 
during the 2018 earthquake - partly due to changes in building codes in the 54 
years in between the two quakes. Rather than create its own set of standards, 
Alaska and other earthquake-prone states use the International Building Code 
(IBC), which is considered the best available standard for seismic safety. The 
seismic provisions in the IBC represent the best guidance on how structures 
should be designed and constructed to limit seismic risk. This code requires 
buildings to be designed to resist possible ground motion determined by 
location and earthquake histories. It also requires structural connections, such 
as beams and columns, to be reinforced to resist damage from shaking. The 
effectiveness of these stout standards was made evident following the 2018 
shaker.

PROJECT HIGHLIGHT

Dowling Road and 3rd 
Avenue Repairs
Approximately 200 feet of Dowling 
Road settled near the outside edge of 
the roadway due to the 2018 magnitude 
7.1 earthquake, subsequently causing 
the curb and gutter, guardrail, and an 
automated traffic recorder (ATR) to fail. 
The Municipality of Anchorage (MOA) 
was able to restore the roadway’s 
serviceability soon after the event; 
however, permanent repairs are still 
needed.

On 3rd Avenue, the earthquake caused 
a water main to rupture, releasing 
pressurized water that damaged 
the roadway, curb and gutter, and 
pedestrian facilities on both sides of the 
road. As with the damage to Dowling 
Road, MOA restored serviceability not 
long after the quake, but permanent 
repairs are needed to fully repair the 
infrastructure.

The Dowling Road and 3rd Avenue 
Repairs project designs were certified in 
May 2021. The project will advertise this 
winter and construction will take place 
during the summer of 2022. In addition 
to the permanent repairs mentioned 
above, the storm drain system along 3rd 
Avenue will be replaced concurrently, 
allowing this important maintenance 
project to be completed without 
causing additional traffic disruptions. 
A combination of Federal emergency 
relief and MOA funding will be used for 
the earthquake repair projects, and the 
storm drain repairs will be exclusively 
MOA-funded.

EMPLOYEE HIGHLIGHT | Ericka Moore, PE, DOT&PF 

Ericka Moore is a Senior Construction Project 
Manager (PM) with DOT&PF, having spent 25 
years as an employee of the State of Alaska in a 
progression of construction roles with DNR Division 
of Parks Design & Construction, DOT&PF Statewide 
Public Facilities, and DOT&PF Construction. Ericka’s 
role with the Earthquake Response Team began 
with the initial emergency response activities, 
and she is now the PM on current and future 

permanent repair construction projects. Ericka was born in Kentucky and 
lived in 11 states growing up, but once she came north she found a place 
to stay. Ericka came to Alaska on a vacation after graduating from college 
and never left, spending the last 27 years in this great state! When not 
traveling to explore new places or listening to live music, Ericka can be 
found spending time with her family, friends, and pup Mowgli.

*Note: The 112 sites that were 
removed from the EQ program due 
to pre-earthquake damage or other 
reasons are not shown on this map.

SITE STATUS*

In Construction
Complete Repair
Final Design
Alternate Project
Preliminary Design


